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even from the firſt, man's humble faith and tru 
As the age of the world advanced, the prom 


time when he appeared: 


| | 
are many, for his appearance on earth was an eve 
of vaſt importance, and it 1s no wonder, therefore 


ings. In the beginning of the world, when o 
firſt parents had ſinned, the ſentence of death 1 


Hated to Chriſt, though as yet dark and ny 


THE 


CONVERSION of st. PAUL, &, 


AUL was one of the chief Apoſtles.. The greate 
part of the Epiſtles of the New Teſtament ven 
written by him, and it is therefore well worth thi 
while of every Chriftian, to beſtow ſome pains 
conſidering both his charafter and his wonderfu 


In order properly to introduce the preſent ſub 
ze of Paul's Converſion, it--is neceſſary firſt t. 
ſay ſomething of the ancient Prophecies concer 
ing Chriſt, by which means we ſhall thew the goo 
reaſon which Paul had for believing in him att 


The Old Teſtament Prophecies of our Savic 
that early notice of it was given in the ſacred wr 


n paſſed upon them; but no ſooner . 
this curſe pronounced, than the merciful promi 
was alſo given, that “ the ſeed of the woman jou 
bruiſe the ſerpents * head;” a promiſe which 


rious, and which was intended to excit 


grew. brighter and brighter. It was ſaid to Ab 
ham, In thy ſeed ſhall all the nations of the is 
be bleſſed;” and ſoon afteryards it was added.“ 
Isaac ſhall thy ſeed be Bed. From time to || 
the promiſe was renewed, © there was to be if 
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71 „„. {iy 
Jeſe that was to reign over the. Gentiles, and in 
im ſhould the Gentiles truſt;” and again, it was ſtill 
ore diſtinaly | ſaid,' ** Behold a; Virgin ſhall con- 
ve, and ſhall bear a fon and ſhall call his name 
muecl,” (or God with us.) And again, For 
0 us d child is born, unto us a Son is given, and 
us name ſhall be called Wonderful Counſellor, the 
ighty God, the everlaſting Father, the Prince of 
ace.” In the gad of Haiah, all the particulars 
pf his coming are mentioned; He was to be do- 
h1/ed-and rejected of men; be was to bear our griefs, 
nd carry our infirmities; be was to be*brought as 4 
mb to the flaughter, and as a ſheep before the 
learers is dumb, ſo he was: net to. open his mouth: 
nd be was alſo to make his grave with the wicked, 
nd with the rich in his death.” And now the long 
pe ted Savior, the defire of all nations,” appears. 
Prophecy. is fulfilled, for his birth and parentage 
gree with the declarations made eoncerning him 
y the Prophets. Miracles alſo are performed by 
im, and in the very manner which had been fore-. 
od rhe blind receive their fight, the lame walk, 
e lepers are cleanſed, the deaf bear, the dead are 
aiſed up, and the poor have the goſpel preached unte 
lem. Every divine virtue appears alſo in his cha- 
iter, and divine truth drops from his lips. He 
ow calls together his Apoſtles, to whom ſevent 
iſciples are added. An infant Church is format, 
de ſeed of, that great Chriſtian Church which was 
d follow. The proofs that Jeſus Chriſt was ſent 
dun from God are encreaſed, and every day af- 
Ids ſome freſh evidence in favor of Chriſtianity, | 
is the cauſe of God and it prevails. *© The, 
Wd,” ſay the Phariſees, art gene after him.“ 


Aa | * Hoſanneb 
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« Hoſannah to the Son of David, Hoſannah in 
highs.” And now the: twelve are” ſent forth ex 
- prelsly to "preach the goſpel, and to declare th 
coming of ene ann de ub $4; 
But where is Paul che Apoſtle? Is not hee alf 
Among the twelve? No, it is remarkable, th 
in reading through the four Evängeliſts, we d 
not ſo much as find any mention of his nan 
Surely, then, he muſt have been ignorant thi 
TR a born, and that the promiſed Savior w 
me. He -muſt have: dwelt in fome -diftat 
Corner of the land, in ſome village, to which t 
Fame of Chriſt had happened not- yet to reach, 
No, he. was of Tarſus, a neighbouring city 
Galicia, and he dwelt even in Jeruſalem. B 
ſurely, then, Paul muſt have been ſome Heathe 
who was unacquainted with the Old Teſtament Pri 
phecies, ſome Ereature of Cæſar, engaged in me 
Affairs of ſtate, who could know nothing of 
Jewiſh Meſſiah. No, he was a Jew, and even 0 
of the Phariſees, who were the ſtricteſt ſect of t 
gov: he was © bred alſo at the feet of Gamaliel.” 
Perhaps, then, he was examining the Old Teſt 
ment evidence, or he was obſerying the charad 
And the actions of the Meſſiah, that he might kn 
whether this was truly the Son of God. — But 
ength Chriſt is crucified, and now many addition 
Prophecies are fulfilledy for it was written, „7 
Thrift ſhould ſuffer.“ ee Nhe foldiers alſo port | 
. among them, and for bis a ef they © 
ot. He riſeb alſo fromthe grave, that the Scn 
utes might be fulfilled==* He breaks the bonds 
death aſunder, becauſe it was mot poſſible. for bin 
be holden of them.” And now alfo we read that 
Mews himſelf to a variety of perſons; at one ti 
fo Cepbas, then to the twelve; and then his 


— 


— 
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| 15 3 
bireQion! is made manifeſt, - for /he{appears 10% 
e hundred brethren at once.” Does Paul come for- 
ard now, and own he is convinced? Oh, no; 
e Apoſtles go forth, Paul alone teepted, and 
1 Diſciples. „go forth,“ on every ſide, and with . 
reat power give they witneſs of 15 Reſur rection of 
bri iſ from the dead. Behold tie Savior, having 
niſhed his work, aſcending. triumphantly into 
leaven, while 7 cloud receives him out of tbeir 
7.“ After this event, furely, every one mult 
dicve.. After this event, Peter, even Peter who 
ad denied his Lord, waxes bold; in the very pre- 
ice: of his murderers; -unbelieving Thomas hav- 
long before been conſtrained tor ery out, “ My 
ord and my God.” Now too the flock of Chriſ- 


tel ens begins to gather itſelf together, and at length 
pr The day f Pentecoſt is fully: come; Three: thou- 
meld are added to the Church-on one day of ſuch as 


fl he ſa ved. Ihe Cift of Tongues is beſtowed, 
nd heiApaſtles, * heving tarried at Ferufalem for 


ke promiſe of the ſpirit, go forth on every fide, hav- 
w received power from-on high, the Led alſo hon: 


Tei ning the word with! figns, Following.“ 

rad But where, I lay again, is Paul of Tarſus 7 Is 
nM not now joined tothe Apoſtles? Is he not now 
But convert to the cauſe of Chriſt No; it is re- 


rkable, on the contrary, that the firſt time when 


ion 
a Mead of him is on the event of Stephen's being 
art ned to death, for it is ſaid of Paul on that oc- 
hey e gh that Fl kept the raiment of them that flew 
Ser Are you not now aſtoniſhed at this wicked 
war” ll at this Jew, this Phariſee, this Hebrew of the 
bin e this Doctor and Teacher in Iſrael, that 
that hould be ſeen holding the clothes of thoſe who 


ere $onung en, for Seepngn Was a TRE 


. „ 
of Chrift, a Preacher of Paul's own Meſſiah.— g 
let us next obſerve Paul beginning to “ breaj 
out flaughter againſt the Chriſtians, and applyin 
to the Chief Prieſts for authority to bind the Cin 
trans and put them to death.” It ufually happen 
whenever the Goſpel is made known, that a certi 
time is afforded for laying open the great evidence 
and doctrines of it, and if theſe are een | 
the ordinary time is paſſed, I believe it often comes 
paſs, that great hardnefs of heart follows, and thi 
the unbeliever then is not an unbeliever only, b 
perhaps alſo a hinderer of the Goſpel, nay, a pe 
ſecutor even, and injurious, -. Paul had now ha 
the full opportunity of thus examining the truth 
Chriſtianity; he had been in the way of. hearing; 
much of Chriſt, and he might, if he pleaſed, ha 
fatisfied himſelf of the reality of his ReſurreAion 
nay, he had ſeen the Martyr Stephen die in th 
very faith, and had himſelf “ beheld his face ſhi 
like that of an angel; but Paul had ſmothered h 
convictions : pride and prejudice, and many ang 
paſſions, conceit of his own wiſdom, truſt in h 
own righteouſneſs, and confidence in his own reg 
gious opinions, together with bigotry to his Sec 
theſe cauſes, or cauſes like theſe, diſguiſing then 
felves under the ſacred name of Religion, hurric 
him even into the hotteſt perſecutions, ** for 
verily thought that he ought to do many things co 
_ trary to the name of. Jeſus of Nazareth, and 
"perſecuted the Believers in Chriſt even unto dedl 
binding and delivering into priſon both men 0 
women, puniſhing them alſo in every city, and gi 
ing hts voice againſt them, and being exceeding 
mad againſt them, he compelled them to blaſphemt 
And now what ſhall we ſay ? Can your patch 


* 
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my longer bear with this unworthy Jew? Are you 
ot ready to grow mad yourſelves at the madneſs 


of as our ways, neither are his thoughts as our 
houghts.” Paul is ſtruck to the ground as he is 


zut in what way is he ſtruck? Is it then in ven- 
eance? Is it with a thunderbolt ſo as never to riſe 
gain? Is he doomed never to lift up his eyes any 
nore, except “ in hell, being in torments? No; 
he time which I am now to ſpeak of is the time 
hen, as he thankfully expreſſes it in one of his 
piſtles, he is permitted “ to fee Feſus,” . Suddenly 
here appeared a light in. the firmament above the 


rin rig bene /s of the. Sun, and a voice from heaven ſay- 


ng, Saul, Saul, ly perſecuteſt thou me! And he 
ion, wwho'art thou, Lord? And he ſaid, I am Jeſus, 


wainſt the pricks. And he ſaid, Lord what Hall 


d do! And the voice ſaid, ariſe, and fand upon thy 


et, for I have appointed thee to be a choſen veſſel 
1 lo. go unto the People and to the Gentiles, to whom 1 


 relfow ſend thee, to open their eyes, and to bring them 


Sebhrom darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan 
right are ſanZified through faith that is in me.” 


s coßzequences of this wonderful Converſion of St. 
faul. He was numbered from this time among the 
\poſtles of Chriſt, and though in one ſenſe he con- 
n MWdered himſelf as „the leaſt” of them all, and as 
dot even “ meet to be called an Apoſile, becauſe be 


„ nevertheleſs, that in point of apoſtalic rank and 


f this horrible perſecutor ? But God's ways are 


phom thou perſecateſt. It is hard for thee to lick 


to God, and to give them an inheritance among them 


oing on one of theſe bloody errands to Damaſcus. 


We know from the Scriptures what were the con- 


du perſecuted the Church of God; yet he tells 
A4  _ authorky,. 


JF 
authority, he was ( ff A whit behind tb EIN 


em; and he alſo “ Iabored more 'abuhdantly'th 
they all,” every where ſuffering the mot cruel ye 
ſecution from his old friends the Jews, arid erg 
where et preaching that faith which xe he deſtroy 
= LEI 1.33 2. 3h 4 FICTION! S227: 


Shriver Moe x ; 

And now; what are we to learn from this exit fr 

| ordinary ſtory An the firſt place lie appears 10 e fi 
that we may gain from it a very ffrong arguiind”P 
in fayour of this general truth of Chriſtianity. % 
e fair, 1 think, when any gye Uits his party 7e. 
and goes over to the contrary fide, to allow that , 
does it honeſtly; and om conyiAton, provide ins 
lain he has no reaſon to expe@ to, Faih any chuß 


y the change. Now Paul had nothing to gain; cut 
contrary, he had much to loſe by becoming Cn 
tian; and it is therefore reaſonable to ſuppols. tit 
was very ſincere as ta his Co iverfion.” ? ene al 
it muſt be a large bribe that *mult* terint 4 1941 6 
bear the reproach and mortificatioh *Which oel 
him when he goes yer from his patty: . 
what was the bribe offered to Paul? Whit%in th 
world could he gain by his converfion?” Could þ 
get by it either wealth or honor, or eaſe, or carthl 
fatiskaction! No, he well knew chat he was no: 
likely rather to ſacrifice his wealth and all hi hon 
worldly honor, that he was now about (o bid adie 
to eaſe and every, earhtly comfort and enjoyment 
he well knew that all his beſt and deareft fricnd 
_ were now about to turn. againſt him, and that 9 


he had once perſecuted others, ſo now he was abouif® * 
to fuffer the moſt De ene in his tur | 
For this conſe,” tay he, in one Place, 112 e 
 Jought to None me ;” and flo Wendel, for who rr 


* 


there whom in general people are more ready to {ton 
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G 
Ty defarter from! their: own pay. Were 
jt all the other Apoſtles alſo at this time expoſed 
a vazidty of ſufferings,? Had net Chriſt him: 
f been crucified? And had not Paul, therefore, 
ery reaſon to eHpeHt ther ſame +5. great. fight 
affiitoons,? ae he ſhoud prolek him: 
f converted into an Apoſtle.. Accordingly 
e find him afterwards © giving theafollowing „der 
riptions of} himſe lf: He was tan ed, hd was 
alen tortlii vod twice-he ſuſtered Shipwreck; "ht was 
pr ſecuted + from: city 10 city beiſuas / in gourneyngs - 
fen, ip pers nof waters, in parils ef robe, is 
ribs | of bis qu COAT yen, in per ils. 49 fal b. 
end tn nrils ff the fea, in perils in ibe ciiy, in 
trile in the: un ilderneſi, in Lage, and painfulneſs, 
val obi te u in cold and ngkedneſs, 11 Suchlwas 
W+ treatment nowehe was become a Chriſtian; me. 
juſt aſk alſo how did he Hearlit i. , Being d. 
; une Jays he, we ent real being penſecuted, ue fuffer - 
fig Wa" ave. acdtunted the.very filth of the adrth,cand 
le off Four ;ag. of all things to 1855 gay." N u none - 
[thee tongs move me, neither count I my life dear 
% myſelf, ſo that I may. finiſh my courſe with: joy, 
4 aber munz/iny vieh I have recei bed of the Lord 
eh, . 401 Toft fy be Goſpel: of. the grace of God,” 
then were gomfider) further? how: every: temper. o 
kul's mind waswolfozchangeds: how the Lion Was 
tmed into à Lamb, and how he, who had been 
ice a Perſecutor, became “ genie and affettionate 
vg: his people. even as Nurfe cl erifheth her chil- 
bn le vt muſt he owned, that we have in 
ul z ſtrrłing evidence hoth of the truth and allo 
de Chti ſtiasityall elde %, 
But4-think, xne may. g ain ſnotu che ſame ſtory of 5 
; Paul's been, a A ns derible degree of in- 


deed with thoſe other paflages of Scripture.“ 


JJ 4, 0} bh. 
fight into ſome of the chriſtian doctrines, I me 
for inſtance, that we may learn ſomething of | 
ſovereignty and power of God, and of his Io 
forbearance and forgiveneſs, and of the exceedin 
riches of his grace in [Jeſus Chriſt. It is the q 
nion of ſome who have never attended to the g 
culiar doctrines of the Goſpel; that every man W 
ſaved by the merit of his on wofks, and by uſi 
merely his own natural power and ſtrength, an 


not by any act of pardon, or by any ſpecial he ©! 
or grace of the Almighty. Now how remarkabiWen? 
does the ſtory of Paul's Converſion fly in the fa #% 
of every ſuch ſuppoſition, for what had Paul doi 4 
in order either to merit, or in any degree yo pff 
cure that mercy which was ſhewn him? What ha 


he done in order to induce God to ſtop him on WffY””s 
way to Damaſcus? The caſe is a very ſtriking o ii, 
in this view. Paul was breathing flaughter at th #7 
very time when the voice from Heaven ſpoke 
him Saul, Saul, why perſecuteft thou ne! The 
words imply that he was at that moment perſecuti 
Chriſt. God in this caſe very evidently exert 
his own ſovereign power, and beſtowed freely 
Paul the moſt unmerited grace, in agreement | 


IJ will bave mercy on whom I will have mercy, and 
will have compaſſion on whom I will bave compaſ/il 
o then it is not of him that willeth, nor of 
that runneth, but of God that ſheweth mercy.” 
like manner, God is faid to have“ faved us, 
called us withan holy calling, not according to our wor 
but according to bis own ofe and grace.” E 
ve obſerved alſo, that the long: forbearance a 

forgivenefs of God are here remarkably manife 
Paul was intended to ſerve as an eminent © 


n 8 

oſt encouraging example to the Believers of al 

res in this reſpect. For this cauſe,” ſays he, 1 
tained mercy, that in me firſt Feſus Chriſt might 
ew forth all long-ſuffering, for a pattern to them 
hich ſhould hereafter believe on him to life everlaſt- 
g.” It was by this deep ſenſe of his guilt, and 
anche remembrance of his own infinite obligations, 
\ {at Paul was now qualified for his work. When 
ul went about preaching to the Gentiles, if he had 
bel encourage any poor deſpairing finner among 
aþiſÞcm to repent, *“ Unto mr,” he could now ſay, 
ga ho was once a Perſecutor and tnjurious—Unto me, 
do beo am leſs than the leaſt of all Saints, is this grace 
pri ven, that 7 fhould preach among the Gentiles. the 
Wiſeor chable riches of Chriſt.” „For this is a faithful © 
wing and worthy of all acceptation, tat Jeſus 
hriſt came into the world to ſave ſinners, of whom 
am chief.” | e 
. alſo a bad uſe which may poſſibly 

made of this ſtory of Paul's Converſion. Weak 

jen I believe have ſometimes taken occaſion from 


* if 
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eri to confirm themſelves in their errors and wicked 
yen in their fins. Some enthufiaſts, for inſtance, 

tive been diſpoſed to fancy that they alſo may be 


nyerted like Paul by a voice from Heaven, or at 
alt by ſome impreſſion that would nearly amount 
the Tame thing. To ſuch perſons I reply, what 
ten, do you imagine the caſe of Paul to be quite 
common one? Paul himſelf did not ſo conſider 
He often ſtood aſtoniſhed at the ſtrangeneſs of 
I am as one, ſaid he, * born out of due time.“ 
je thus compares himſelf to a perſgn whoſe birth 
al been quite out of the common courſe, and un- 
ifeWudtedly both in the lateneſs and in the manner of 

Converſion, his caſe is a direQ exception to 


/ 


% 


- . this way te Damaſcus: < Where; fay they, is the u 


iat pfimoſt Chrriſt ians who: weręgtither 10 0 
after him br had gone before him. In fad, 
Converfion)of Paul was: neither more nor leſs t 
a miracle and we 'mightias well iexpettall the oth 
kind of miraa lea Mhich were -wzought on the 
dies uff men ih the iime of Chriftdto be repeat 
amour i days, ia expect to ſee miracles ay; 
«rotghtin-ordes to tlie Converſion of men's ſoy 
1: Bat! wicked men, Lalſq remarked, may perhi 
aake:occation from:this» ſtory to encourage the 
Ax os oin their: ſind. rue, ſay they, we cang 
.corvert-carfehues it belongs to God alone to co 
vert, us; and. wewktherefore ſit ſtill and wait, 
in other Words, ue ib continue din ſin (for wa 
ing is ſmningin die caſe of theſe people) until Ge 
mall ſtep us in duft mad career, as he did Paul 


of diligence and labor, or of reading the Scn 
tust, r of any of the means of grace? God e 
Tave/us without thoſe. AV tolive th, hopes,” that 
witt convert us ſome day orrother/as he did Pa 
whileawwetare:notthinking of it; and though to | 
ſure ve remain in the mean time in our tins, aud 
bal groſs 'neglott of the proper means of our fal 
tion, yet we plead the great Apoſtles Paul for 0 
example.“ You plead' the Apoſtle Paul's cxamp 
do vo or rather you plead the example of P. 
beſore he was an Apoſtle, and when he was) 
aunconventd.” Well, then, if you plead his e 
ampie at all, you may as well-pleadrit to the ! 
extent to which chis plea can be carried. Now Pa 
not only ſinned in therommos' way, and negled 
| -the proper means of his dal vation as you do, | 
he did What was fil worſe; he was even © a Bi 
pPfiemer of Chriſt, and u Perſcontor and injur ibu 


5 r icy 
b thany I day, Hure, yoluoplead: the example of 
, and follow the example thrbughout! 6 
Wn, andiblaſpheme Chri ſtas he did: Co, perfecute 

preſent followers of ſeſus. G andhunt them 
t as the: did i every city andi bind them, both 
n and women, and then put them to death! Oh, 
you are afraid of venturing any ſuch length 
nickednefs as this. But remember, my deluded 
ader, that alr plea, if it willy warrants you in 
y/ one / treſeaſs / againſt God, will warrant you 

en in this. Remember, that whoſoever at any 

e encuurages himſelf even in the ſmalleſt ſing 

mer of omifſion Dr commiſſion, by unconverted 
ubs example, may onthe very ſame principle en. 
rage Himſelf even in the greateſt. Be afraid; 

tert qo read on this dangerous ground. I 
e fuch kind of arguments as I have ſuppoſed 
n to uſe, be enduted even for a moment, but 
uh der them às the moſt complete perverſtous of 
* Golpelz and as ſome of the worſt temptations | 
the Debil. id! rie os 93083007 ein 
This leads me to Addteſs ti youanbtherohſervatitdi 
e fame hibjotetsrGod v 25 eaſed tolcorffert Paul, 
[apprehend metas ly ourargument has ſappoſed, 
ge he was a ſmner, but! although he was a fin- 
Paul's ſin did mot invite God s grace, it only 
(not binder it: nay, if his ſin, Which was great 
ey, had riſen to be forrewbat greater, we ure 


et- reafon for ſuppoſihg that the ſame 
icy von not have been extended to him; 4e But 
W 4 ai ned merty,” ſays Paul, . bechuſe I did 11 gg 
le ntly. and in unbelzef.” ' This obſervation of 
* ſeems to imply, that if the crimes he com- 


d had alſo been domtnitted KhoWingly and 
ly, iuch-wquld:then have been the aggravis 
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non of them, that poſſibly they would not be 


' perhaps, an important diſtinQion between his d 
for ſinning wilfully, for ſo your very argume 


mere ignorance and unbelief;” you, perhaps, n 


free grace and mercy of the Goſpel, is itſelf u 
greateſt aggravation of your guilt: the very e 
cuſe you uſe renders your caſe dreadful, and v 


His ignorance and unbelief, which led bim in 


might have known better if he would, neverth 
leſs, they afforded ſome ſmall palliation of h 


convert this Perſecutor by the power of his gract 


this extraordinary convert. One of theſe ent 


the truth of that new Religion which the world! 
general, and which the Jews eſpecially, were 


„F © | Oo Nous 


, 


been pardoned: 


: 


And now, Reader, you may trace in this reſp 
and 'your's. Paul ſinned ignorantly, but you 
ſuppoſes. . Paul obtained mercy becauſe be did i 


not obtain mercy, . becauſe, as ta dt evil you 
you do it not ignorantly but with „ür eyes opet 
nay, let me add, that the very plea which you u 
of being encouraged in your floth or fin, by u 


knows, whether if, the ſame excuſe is perſiſted i 
your caſe may not thereby be rendered deſperate 
Io ſum up all in few words, the fair account 
che whole matter ſeems to be this. Paul was a gre 
oppoſer of the Goſpel, and therefore a great ſinne 


this oppoſition, were undoubtedly criminal, for 
guilt.- God, on the whole, for the ſake of his 0 
purpoſes, and not on account of any merit in Pau 
for there is never any merit in man, was pleaſed 
and to convert him even by a miracle, for Go 
as it evidently appears by the ſucceeding part 
Paul's hiſtory, had great ends to fulfil by means 


was, that a ſtriking proof might thus be given 
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repared to believe: and another end was, ib 
r that a clear manifeſtation might be made of 
ſovereignty and power of Cod, and of the ex- 
ling riches of his grace, which notking perhaps 
ld ſhew. forth more effectually than the Con- 


e of the great points which the ſtory af Paul's 
werkon arg to prove. It is calculated 
jrove (let it be carefully remembered) that God 
eti mes may, and that he always. can, convert even 
moſt. notorious fhnners;}. and even in the very 
iſt of their wickedneſs, but not that he always, 
nor even that he ten will; ſtill leſs does 1 
ye, that God will convert any one again b 

incle. works ordinarily. qu 5 an 2 
mſelf has expreſsly appointed, in the caſe of 
ntianity,. what ſhall be his means. "Theſe are 
preaching of the Goſpel, (for Which end this 
ty Paul was ſent forth) the reading of the Scrip- 
rs, and the various other helps to ſalvation with 


uaces, are favored. If we negleR theſe, I grant 
1 Rill not impoſſible (as Paul's ſtory ſhews) 

| God may in ſome extraordinary way con- 
en us; I inſiſt, however, that it is highly im- 
wbable that he will do ſo, and the more fin we 


nverſion to be, juſt, as we ſee.that in the caſe 
Paul, the addition of the fin of wilfulneſs 
bis other | crimes might have proved an aggra- 
nion that would have put him beyond the hope 
mercy. We read of one dying thief who re- 


Pente name no other inſtance of any. thing 
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on of this unworthy- Jew' into an Apoſtle. - - 
ſe, as has been already obſerved, ſeem to be 


ich men, according to their ſeveral circum- 


bmmit, the lefs likely ſhould we conſider our 


ited on the Croſs, and was certainly ſaved ; but 


rcord iu 


dhe publi- D mh; Bu es 


weill ax{otheriparcs! of Scriptüre o our own, 


ä as, and to woos Conidenco i Bur Savior's mere 
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ke areal and praik th Wesen ehen lunes 
ure thus tab ghtgictharno/Byingfiritian ſhould hat 
his heartothrough>deſpairy/ and yet that ho” ly 
Anner:ſhouldoprefamnc o Goty Fug Hi oy g 
10 fepent in bis: laſt holies 21 We Feud, du Hike 
. only onei Part] who wi feonvertedtb y it 
of avoice from: Bitavenz”or white he s bret 
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regularly met dito lights ere nl) 225 
place, d atithe ti tof Pentecoſt, 
are told that ite Nunnbers udn ttd eden a 
day were frre toi for God? was'! pleaſee 
pebuliar : blefling- ongchis Brit» inſtante 


give his 


ordinary effuſi aof his 


Whenever we apply . $2thefefore to 
| ory of PauFs beats pg let us being (with i us 
nend mind: We may, JO We euſe; vet this 


Nructiomg Hut we may af dra from it, if we 
ſa di ſpoſed the firongeſticonfirimation of our fe 
and the greateſt enoduragemehr att Wepent of 
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